
 

1. Professor David Schultz –  

 Professor of Political Science at Hamline University.  David teaches a wide-

range of American politics classes including campaigns and elections, and 

government ethics.   

 Professor at the University of Minnesota and University of St. Thomas Schools 

of Law where he teaches election law, state constitutional law, constitutional 

law, administrative law, and professional responsibility. 

 Author of 30  books and 150+ articles on various aspects of American politics, 

election law, and the media and politics, and he is regularly interviewed and 

quoted in the local, national, and international media on these subjects 

including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, The 

Economist, and National Public Radio.    

 His most recent books are Election Law and Democratic Theory (2014), 

American Politics in the Age of Ignorance: Why Lawmakers Choose Belief Over 

Research (2013), Presidential Swing States: Why Only Ten Matter 

(2015), Constitutional Law in Contemporary America (2017),  and the 

Encyclopedia of Money in American Politics (2018).   
 

2. Ginny Gelms – 

 Elections Manager, Hennepin County – oversees voting equipment, ballot 

design, results reporting, and local clerk training.  Manages procurement 

and programming of RCV-compatible voting equipment and results 

reporting. 

 Deputy Elections Manager, Hennepin County 

 Interim Elections Director, City of Minneapolis – oversaw many aspects of 

implementing Minneapolis’ first RCV election, including development of 

charter language, ballot design, counting procedure, and results 

calculation procedure. 

 Elections Technician, City of Minneapolis  

 

3. Deb Brinkman –  

 President, League of Women Voters St. Louis Park 

 Kids Voting St. Louis Park committee member 

 Advocate for Ranked Choice Voting on behalf of the LWV of SLP 

 St. Louis Park resident for 31 years 

 Former St. Louis Park election judge 

 IT Analyst and Project Manager 25 years 

St. Louis Park Charter Commission  

Expert Q&A Panel 

Panelist Biographies 



4. Jeanne Massey -  

 Executive Director, FairVote MN 

 Led the Minneapolis Better Ballot Campaign to adopt RCV in 2006  

 Conducting extensive research and studying of Ranked Choice Voting and 

other alternative voting systems as well as voting equipment systems in the 

United States and abroad. 

 Provided research in the Minnesota Supreme Court case that unanimously 

found Ranked Choice Voting constitutional in Minnesota. 

 Assisting in the design and facilitation of implementation and public 

education of Ranked Choice Voting in the Twin Cities and other states.  

 Frequent media resource on electoral reform  

 Member of the redistricting committee in Minneapolis 

 

5. Loren Botner – Election Judge, St. Louis Park 

 Chair Election Judge, City of St. Louis Park Precinct 7, since 2012 

 Co-Chair Election Judge, City of St. Louis Park Precinct 7, 2008 -2011 

 Election Judge, City of St. Louis Park Precinct 4, 2004 - 2008 

 Election Judge, City of Edina, 2000 

 

6. Mary Wickersham – Election Judge, St. Louis Park 

 Absentee Voting Specialist, City of St. Louis Park 

o Assists with absentee voting activities at City Hall 

 Health Care Facility Outreach Program (Co-coordinator) 

o Assists in coordination of absentee voting activities at (5) healthcare 

facilities in St. Louis Park. 

 Chair Election Judge, City of St. Louis Park (various precincts) 

 Co-Chair Election Judge, City of St. Louis Park (various precincts) 

 Election Judge, City of St. Louis Park (various precincts) 

 Student Election Judge Program Coordinator 

o Works with high schools in St. Louis Park to recruit and train student 

election judges to work in precincts 

 Served on two Hennepin County recount teams (2008, 2010) 

 Equipment testing and training including ballot counter, assistive voting 

devices, e-pollbooks, and precinct supply kits  

 

7. Chris Tholkes –  

 Election Judge, City of St. Paul, 2005 - 2008 

 Assistant Head Judge, City of St. Paul, 2008 - 2015 

 Head Judge, City of St. Paul, 2015 - Present 

 


