// St. Louis Park

MINNESOTA

Proclamation Observing
"World Refugee Day”

Whereas, Minnesota has a history of refugee resettlement, welcoming forcibly
displaced people from around the world. Our state has historically resettled an average of
about 2,000 refugees each year over the past 45 years. Minnesota has demonstrated a
commitment to making the world a better place through welcoming; and

Whereas, Minnesota is home to 449,000 immigrants, including those who migrate by
choice and those who migrate out of necessity; Minnesota has become home to refugees from
Somalia, Liberia, Ukraine, Venezuela, Cambodia, Thailand, Laos, Vietham and more, including
ethnic groups such as the Hmong and Karen peoples; and

Whereas, refugees flee their homes, their communities, their ancestral lands;
everything they know. They courageously rebuild their lives in their new countries, creating
hope and better futures for themselves and those around them; and

Whereas, refugees are innocent children fighting for their future. Refugees are family
members, neighbors, colleagues, business owners, doctors, teachers, community leaders and
more who contribute to what makes our state and city vibrant and safe; and

Whereas, World Refugee Day is ever more relevant as refugees are criminalized and
dehumanized by federal level policies that have caused fear and persecution and have severely
limited the numbers of refugees we can welcome and free from violence; and

Whereas, the City of St. Louis Park encourages our community to learn about refugees
and do their part to help include everyone and foster respect, dignity and safety. We must all
do our part to make St. Louis Park a better place,

Now therefore, let it be known that the mayor and city council of the City of St. Louis
Park, Minnesota, observe June 20, 2026, as World Refugee Day in our community.

In witness whereof, | set my hand and cause the
seal of the City of St. Louis Park to be affixed this
15" day of June 2026.
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